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Hello! I’m Laurence Shafe, an artificial intelligence researcher and art historian based in the UK. I have a deep passion for art history and for exploring the intersection of technology and creativity, and I’m excited to share my work and insights with you.

My Background

I hold a PhD in Computer Science, with a focus on natural language processing. I’ve worked on a variety of AI projects, from developing expert systems and virtual assistants to exploring the use of AI in art and design.

In addition to my technical work, I also have a strong background in art history. I completed a PhD in Art History and have published several articles and essays on the history of art, particularly in the modern and contemporary periods.

My Work

My work spans both the technical and creative realms. On the AI side, I’ve developed innovative systems that have been used in a range of applications, from aero-engine testing to bread making. I’m particularly interested in exploring how AI can be used to augment and enhance human creativity.

In the art world, I have a successful YouTube channel at LaurenceShafe, I have given many live lectures and I am a Tate Guide. On my YouTube channel I am recording 200 one-hour talks on the history of Western art.

Upcoming Events

I’m excited to announce that in the next few months I will be giving talks on Egyptian art, Celtic, Anglo-Saxon and Viking art, and Greek and Roman art as well as Gustav Klint, Egon Schiele and Edvard Munch. Keep an eye on my website for more details, and be sure to subscribe if you’re interested.

Get in Touch

I’d love to hear from you! If you have any questions, comments, or ideas you’d like to discuss, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Please note that I do not give my opinion on works of art. You can connect me here:

Please enable JavaScript in your browser to complete this form.
Name *First
Last


Email *
Comment or Message
GDPR Agreement *	I consent to having this website store my submitted information so they can respond to my inquiry.
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I look forward to continuing to explore the exciting intersection of technology and creativity with you.

Best regards,

Laurence Shafe

(Written by Perplexity on 9 April  2024)

Notes

	My free online art history courses are available on YouTube with full lecture notes in PDF format.
	Past Lectures and Courses lists all the courses and lectures I have given recently with class notes.
	In 2023, I started a major project on my YouTube channel to create a chronological series of talks on the history of Western art.
	I am a Tate Guide and I have prepared twelve guided tours of both Tate Britain and Tate Modern although since then Tate Britain has had a major rehang. I recommend visiting the Tate and going on one of their free guided tours. They are held at regular times every day by a wide range of expert guides, you may join and leave a tour at any point and you do not need to book in advance, just turn up.
	The section of this website called Art History provides a brief introduction to the subject based on my undergraduate notes and ‘Jump to a Page‘ provides an alphabetic list of all the 940 pages.
	My biography is on the About page and includes links to the essays and dissertations I wrote as a student from undergraduate level to my doctorate. If you would like to comment on the site or contact me please use the Contact page or the comment section above. To comment on a particular talk visit my YouTube channel and add a comment below the talk.


			

	
			


						
	
	
	
	



				
			

		


		
			
       


Recent Posts

	Do LLMs understand their output?You will often read statements to the effect “LLMs do not understand what they produce as output”. My controversial view is that, in a way, we do not understand what … Continue reading →

	Improving Large Language ModelsThe rules of syntax are well known but the rules of semantics (beyond predicate calculus) are not and this limits the capability of Large Language Models (LLMs). My PhD thesis, … Continue reading →

	Ancient Egyptian Art￼ The ancient Egyptian civilisation lasted for over 3,000 years. In fact, we are today nearer in time to Cleopatra than she was the the building of the pyramids. The … Continue reading →

	William Beechey, ‘Portrait of Sir Francis Ford’s Children Giving a Coin to a Beggar Boy’, exhibited 1793The 1790s were a time when society and the arts debated the relative merits of good sense and reason as opposed to sensibility. ‘Sensibility’ was a heightened awareness of beauty … Continue reading →

	Thomas Gainsborough, ‘Giovanna Baccelli’, 1782If you have visited Knole House near Sevenoaks, Kent, then you might have noticed a nude woman reclining on a chaise longue at the bottom of the stairs. This is … Continue reading →

	Artificial Intelligence and GoGo is the oldest game in existence, it was invented in China 2,500 years ago. The rules are simple but the strategic thinking required to play well led many people … Continue reading →

	‘A Stroll Through Tate Britain’ extendedThe Hampton course ‘A Stroll Through Tate Britain’ has been extended by a week to 6 December 2017. Apologies but I had to cancel the class on 11 October because … Continue reading →

	Bruce NaumanI just gave my first tour of the Bruce Nauman gallery at Tate Modern. The tour went well and my guide notes can be found at http://wp.me/P9iOZ6-2id

	Sonnet 116William Shakespeare Let me not to the marriage of true minds Admit impediments. Love is not love Which alters when it alteration finds, Or bends with the remover to remove: … Continue reading →


		


	


	

			

			
								If I have accidentally offended anyone's copyright I will correct it immediately. Please let me know using the Contact page.
			

	


















